
THE INTERNATIONAL PRAYER  

FOR PEACE 

 

Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth 

Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust 

Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace 

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe 

Week of Prayer 

For World Peace 

2018 – 2019 



Shared Faith Worship  
 

The Week of Prayer for World Peace was started as a Christian initiative in 
1974. It soon became an interfaith activity, and now welcomes everyone, 
of all faith traditions or none. Our first Chair, the late Dr Edward Carpenter, 
former Dean of Westminster Abbey, established the guiding principle of 
the Week in the words “The peace of the world must be prayed for by the 
faiths of the world”, and this continues to be the basis of our work today. 
 

For those inspired with the idea of praying with people of all beliefs, three 
thoughts may be helpful. First, the different words we recite are said by 
neighbours in the same town and the same street every week, and by 
sharing together we simply bring under one roof what happens anyway 
under the same sky. Secondly, we are convinced that there is only one 
humanity praying to one supreme consciousness, with whatever different 
opinions we may have on what that may be. Thirdly, we recognise that 
interfaith partnership does not in itself imply agreement. 
 

The things we agree on are many and precious. What we disagree on is 
precious too. Wherever possible we give our interior assent to all who 
stand and pray for peace with us. When that is challenging, we withhold 
our interior assent, yet stand with that person, as a friend and as a partner 
for peace. 
 

The Week of Prayer for World Peace 2018 is Sunday 14th October to 
Sunday 21st October. Use this leaflet of reflections and prayers during 
this week and at any time you feel moved to and let us know how you 
observe the Week of Prayer for World Peace—contact details on the 
order form. 

Would you like to become a Friend of the  

Week of Prayer for World Peace? 
 

We are inviting organizations and individuals to sponsor us so that we can 
continue our work. Please contact maggiebrizzi@yahoo.co.uk or 

j.jackson215@btinternet.com for details of how to set up your standing order at 
£30 per annum for corporate sponsorship 

£15 per individual or £20 per family. 



DAY  ONE 
Peace Making 

Let us recognise our innate capacity to bring peace and harmony to all situations 

Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our 
steps in the way of peace. Open our eyes 
and our hearts, and give us the courage to 
say: "Never again war!"; "With war 
everything is lost".  Instill in our hearts the 
courage to take concrete steps to achieve 
peace.   
Pope Francis 
 
War is as outmoded as cannibalism, chattel 
slavery, blood-feuds, and duelling, an insult 
to God and humanity...a daily crucifixion of 
Christ. 
Muriel Lester 

Grant us Thy peace, down from Thy 
presence falling 
As on the thirsty earth cool night-dews 
sweet; 
Grant us Thy peace, to Thy pure paths 
recalling, 
From devious ways, our worn and 
wandering feet. 
E. Scudder 
 
If we have no peace, it is because we have 
forgotten that we belong to each other. 
Mother Teresa 

DAY  TWO 
Prayer in Action 

Please guide our actions that we may always engage in unselfish deeds.  

We pray to God to eradicate all the misery in 
the world: 
That understanding triumph over ignorance 
That trust triumph over contempt, and  
That truth triumph over falsehood. 
Zoroastrian 
 
Peace cannot be delegated.  It begins with 
you and me and the choices we make each 
day.                
Savitri McCuish, World Peace Flame 
Foundation 
 
God, grant me the serenity to accept the 
things I cannot change, 
Courage to change the things I can, 
And wisdom to know the difference. 
Reinhold Niebuhr 

Give us light, give us understanding, so that 
we know what pleaseth Thee. 
Sikh 
 
If you care enough about something to 
complain about it, you care enough to do 
something about it. 
Muriel Lester  
 
Prayer is a conscious choice to seek God, in 
whatever form that Divine Presence speaks  
to each of us, moment to moment. 
David Johnson, Quaker 
 
May the stream of my life flow into the river 
of righteousness. 
Rig-Veda, Hindu 



DAY  THREE 
Leaders and Those who act in our Name 

We hold in the light all who make decisions on our behalf 

DAY  FOUR 
The Environment 

Let us hold in remembrance before God all 
nations and leaders, that God illuminate 
within and before them the pathways of 
justice, mercy and humility for all to walk. 
Sue Gale, WPWP Committee 
 
A man’s true wealth is the amount of good 
he does in his life. 
Prophet Mohammed  
 
God is always at hand to help me if I am 
brave enough to set aside negative feelings 
and worrying thoughts and let myself be  
 

guided by pure love.  
Brahma Kumaris 
 
Ah! When shall all men’s good be each 
man’s rule, and universal peace lie like a 
shaft of light across the land? 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson 
 
And they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore. 
Bible, Isaiah 2:4 

We pray for healing for those environments damaged by acts of war 

Let the beauty we love be what we do. 
There are hundreds of ways to kneel and 
kiss the earth. 
Rumi 
 
Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease, 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of Thy peace. 
Breathe into the heats of our desire 
Thy coolness and Thy balm: 
Let sense be done, 
Let flesh retire, 

Speak through the earthquake, wind and 
fire, 
O still, small voice of calm. 
John Greenleaf Whittier 
 
Kiss the Earth with your feet. 
Bring the Earth your love and happiness. 
The Earth will be safe when we feel safe 
In ourselves. 
Tich Nhat Hanh, Buddhist 
 
The earth is made a place for our prayers, 
and its soil is made for our purification. 
Prophet Mohammed  



DAY  SIX 
Non-Violence 

We hold in our hearts the memory of those who have lived their lives 
in the spirit of non-violence and all who continue to do so 

I am praying for the light that will dispel the 
darkness; let all those with a living faith in 
nonviolence join me in the prayer.   
M K Gandhi 
 
Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only 
light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out 
hate, only love can do that.   
Martin Luther King Jnr 
 
Dear God,  
Please send your healing Holy Spirit among 
us, 

That we will end the horrific epidemic of gun 
violence, 
That the killings might stop. 
And that we all might become more non-
violent.                  
John Dear 
 
When victims of violence are able to resist 
the temptation to retaliate, they become the 
most credible promoters of non-violent 
peace making.   
Pope Francis 

DAY  FIVE 
Animals 

We pray for all those engaged in the conservation of wildlife and the 
natural world 

In happiness and suffering, in joy and grief, 
we should regard all creatures as we regard 
ourselves. 
Sri Mahavira, Jain 
 
Give us the grace to see all animals as gifts 
from You 
And to treat them with respect for they are 
Your creation. 
We pray for all animals who are suffering as 
a result of our neglect.   
May the order You originally established be 
once again restored to the whole world. 
St. Francis of Assisi 
 
'Consider! The blessed animals engage in no 
patriotic quarrels...For example, if a dove 
from the east and a dove from the west, a 
dove from the north and a dove from the 

south chance to arrive, at the same time, in 
one spot, they immediately associate in 
harmony.’ 
'Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá’í  
 
To say that we love God 
And at the same time exercise cruelty 
towards the least creature 
Is a contradiction in itself            
John Woolman, Quaker 
 
In the name of Ahura Mazda, giver of all 
good things, the generous spirited, and 
loving.  Here we revere Ahura Mazda, who 
created the animals and grains, who created 
waters and plants, who created the sky and 
the earth and all the good things. 
Zoroastrian 



DAY  SEVEN 
Breaking down Barriers 

We frail humans are at one time capable of 
the greatest good and, at the same time, 
capable of the greatest evil. Change will 
only come about when each of us takes up 
the daily struggle ourselves to be more 
forgiving, compassionate, loving, and 
above all joyful in the knowledge that, by 
some miracle of grace, we can change as 
those around us can change too. 
Maíread Corrigan-Maguire 
Nobel Peace Prize winner  
 

See the truth in all religions,  
For truth is in all and truth is one.    
‘Abdu’l Bahá, Bahá’í 
 
What is hateful to you, do not do to your 
fellow men. 
This is the entire Law, all the rest is 
commentary.   
Jewish 

Help us to understand the unity which underlies all of creation 

Faith is the seed of victory and the 
foundation of making the impossible 
possible. 
Brahma Kumaris 
 
We bear witness to our faith,  
Knowing that we are called 
To lives of courage, love 
And reconciliation 
In the ordinary and 
Extraordinary moments 
Of each day 
May we be courageous today. 
May we learn today.       
May we love today. 
Prayer of Courage read at the Corymeela 
Reconciliation Community 
 

Mankind must put an end to war, or war 
will put an end to mankind...War will exist 
until that distant day when the 
conscientious objector enjoys the same 
reputation and prestige that the warrior 
does today. 
John F Kennedy 
 
Oh Mazda, you have established this 
doctrine and teaching for men and women 
in such a way that Righteousness is 
beneficient and deceit is harmful. 
That is why I long to join with Good 
Thought and have broken 
with the wrong doers 
Zoroastrian 

DAY  EIGHT 

Working Together with Courage 

May the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons lead to ever greater  
disarmament. We pray for the success of all disarmament agreements 



ORDER FORM Week of Prayer For World Peace Leaflet 2017 – 2018 
 

1000 Leaflets £250 (25p each) 
500 Leaflets £150 (30p each) For one leaflet, please send £2 
250 Leaflets £100 (40p each) Other quantities pro rata, eg 60 Leaflets@80p each=£48 
100 Leaflets £60  (60p each) Poster £2 each (free with a leaflet order) 
50 Leaflets £40  (80p each) Young Persons’ Leaflets £3 each (free with a leaflet order) 
10 Leaflets £10 (£1 each) Postage and packing included in all prices 
 

Complete your order details below: 
 

 
Tel: __________________________  Email:  ____________________________________   
 
Please send me:  .....   Leaflets costing £  
   ..... Posters costing £ ......................  
   ..... Children’s Activity Leaflets £ ......................  
  
Donation to support the work of WPWP £ ......................  
 
  TOTAL COST £ ......................  
 
Please enclose payment with order, payable to WEEK OF PRAYER FOR WORLD PEACE 
To order by email and bank transfer, please go to www.weekofprayerforworldpeace.com 
 
Email: peaceprayerweek@gmail.com  
Contact Address: Maggie Brizzi, 126 Manor Green Rd, Epsom, Surrey, KT19 8LN 
Phone contacts: Jen Jackson 01628 530309, Maggie Brizzi 01372 720231 

Your Name:  _________________________________________________________________  

 

Your Organisation:  ___________________________________________________________  

 

Your Address:  _______________________________________________________________  

Supporting Organisations include: 

Al Khoei Foundation 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship 
Animal Interfaith Alliance 
Brahma Kumaris 
Buddhist Society 
Christian CND 
Fellowship of Reconciliation 
Gandhi Foundation 
Hindu Council UK 
London Inter Faith Centre 
Methodist Peace Fellowship 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the  
UK 

Nipponzan Myohoji 
Northern Friends Peace Board 
One World Week 
Pax Christi 
Rumi Mosque 
Quaker Peace and Social Witness 
Rissho Kosei-kai 
Catholic Diocese of Westminster Interfaith 
Committee 
Sikh Divine Fellowship 
World Peace Flame Foundation 
Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe 



 

An interfaith gathering of prayer  

and peace will be held  
 Sunday 14th October 2.30 pm 

 

High Wycombe Quaker Meeting House 
25 London Road, High Wycombe, Bucks, HP11 1BJ 

It’s a short walk from the station where trains run frequently from Marylebone 
There is a car park and street parking very nearby as well 

ALL WELCOME! 

Wilson/Hinkes Peace Award 2018  
 

This Award was established by the Week of Prayer for World Peace (WPWP) to recognise 
significant contributions by individuals, organisations or projects in furthering peace, justice 
and reconciliation. The Award focuses on grassroots initiatives. It enables otherwise often 
untold stories to be told and honoured and seeks to inspire others.  It is open to all, 
irrespective of nationality, ethnicity or faith. 
 
Named in honour of Revd. Gordon Wilson and Revd. Sidney Hinkes, both former Chairs of the 
WPWP, the Award is made annually. The Award, valued at £500, is this year sponsored by the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship and will be presented on Sunday 14 October at the Friends 
Meeting House, High Wycombe at the start of WPWP.  
 
Nominations in the form of a letter describing the nominee’s contribution to peace and justice 
issues should be sent to by15 August 2018.to 
Sue Gale billandsuegale@blueyonder.co.uk and 
Sue Claydon chair@anglicanpeacemaker.org.uk  

Week of Prayer for World Peace 
Sunday 14th October 2018 to Sunday 21st October 2018 

Please join in and together, from the depth of our hearts, let's send out 
a united prayer for peace for ourselves, our communities  

and all parts of the world. 

To see past leaflets and other information, please visit our website at www.weekofprayerforworldpeace.com 


